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as the following of the "putschists" had been reduced by desertion
and circumspection in 1920 and 1923.
But now they were faced with something much more formid-
able: a concentration of all the conservative forces—a concen-
tration of the other classes., not against the working class so much
as demanding that the working class cease to consider itself a
class, demanding uniformity, the united state, and defining it in
terms of which at least half the content was derived from Socialist
theory. The issue they knew instinctively was democracy or
dictatorship, freedom or tyranny, but the Left could not place
it as such before the nation. The time for that had long gone
by. It had let the enemy define the issue and not all their special
pleading now could change the definition to the definition which
should have been made.
In answer to Hitler,, Vorwaerts on February 3 published the
manifesto of the Social Democracy which ended thus:
Against such a plan we summon you to the struggle. Defend
yourselves, defend your independence as citizens against your
oppressors., against the upper ten, against the miserable minority
of the barons., against the capitalist; break their economic and
political power I Fight with us for the expropriation of the land-
owner and the division of the land to the peasant and the
agricultural labourer! Fight with us for the socialization of the
heavy industries, for the construction of a Socialist-planned
economy!
In these words are laid bare the fatal weaknesses which over-
take a party of change which is also a party of eternal compromise.
The leadership knew very well what the real basic issue was but
they had not dared to define it. They had to fall back on old
phrases and old catchwords which were full of challenge in the
days when the Socialist party was the hope of all the workers
and pressing on to power; they rang terribly hollow when one-
third of the workers were pledged not to a legislative programme
but in principle at least to revolution, and after the official party
had been possessed of power for years without realizing socialism,
and fourteen years before had on political and patriotic grounds
deliberately rejected the Socialist revolution as unrealizable and

